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collapses time and space and allows access
to information that was previously unthink-
able for people in difficult situations.

Prime Minister Chretien talked about how
he had all the Eskimo villages in northern
Canada connected to the Internet. That has
enormous health implications, enormous
educational implications, and my guess is,
economic implications.

So to specifically answer your question, I’ll
give you just three examples of things I think
we ought to be emphasizing. I believe we
ought to try to have Internet connections
with printers in all the poorest villages where
we’re trying to get children into schools and
give them modern education, because—for
example, the entire Encyclopedia Britannica
is now on the Internet. And if you have a
printer and a computer in a poor village, you
don’t have to be able to afford textbooks any-
more, and it’s a far more efficient way for
government to spread universal information.
So that’s one example that’s an education ex-
ample.

For an economic example, I think that all
over the world we see economic empower-
ment initiatives. In Latin America, for exam-
ple, there has been a lot of work to get native
crafts—and also in African villages—out. I
think there ought to be a systematic effort
to use E-commerce to market these things
all over the world and increase the incomes
of poor people in villages dramatically by the
use of E-commerce.

The third thing, a political usage. In India,
where I just visited, in several of the villages
in several of the States in India, they’re now
providing government services over the
Internet. In some places, they’re more ad-
vanced than we are in the United States. I
was in Hyderabad, where you can get 18 gov-
ernment services over the Internet, including
a driver’s license, so no one ever waits in line
for it anymore. If anyone did that in America,
they could be elected for life. [Laughter]

So I think that—but far more important
is, I saw a poor woman in a village who just
had a baby go into the only public building
in this village, to the village computer, where
there was someone there who helped her op-
erate it. And she called up the health depart-
ment and got instructions, with very good
software, very good visuals, about how she

should care for this baby for the first 6
months. And I reviewed it—it’s just as good
as anything she could get in the wealthiest
community in America from the finest obste-
trician—so that we’re going to keep more ba-
bies alive because of the Internet.

So those are three examples of things that
I think we should be focused on. And those
of us in the wealthier countries should be
providing the money and the technical sup-
port for countries to do more of this, because
it will move more people more quickly out
of poverty, I think, than anything that’s ever
been out there, if we do it right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the Chancellery. In his remarks,
he referred to President Eduardo Frei of Chile;
and Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Chancellor
Schroeder and Presidents Cardoso and De La
Rua. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement on Cooperation
To Combat Global Warming

June 4, 2000

President of the United States Clinton and
President of the Russian Federation Putin
reaffirm the commitment of the United
States and the Russian Federation to cooper-
ate in taking action to reduce the serious risks
of global warming. They take note of the sig-
nificant contributions to environmental pro-
tection made by the U.S.-Russian Joint Com-
mission on Economic and Technical Co-
operation under the co-chairmanship of Vice
President Gore and the Prime Minister of
the Russian Federation.

The Presidents declare their conviction
that national and global economic growth can
be achieved while continuing to protect the
global climate. They note with approval the
close cooperation of the two countries in
multilateral negotiations to elaborate upon
elements of the Kyoto Protocol to the U.N.
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
The Presidents stress the importance of fully
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developing the Protocol’s flexibility mecha-
nisms, including international emissions trad-
ing and joint implementation, which are es-
sential to achieving countries’ greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions reduction commitments
under the Protocol. They believe transparent
rules for these mechanisms must be devel-
oped.

The Presidents further note the potential
of the Kyoto Protocol mechanisms to pro-
mote investment in all areas where it is pos-
sible to limit or reduce GHG emissions. They
reaffirm the opposition of the U.S. and Rus-
sian governments to proposals that limit the
Kyoto Protocol mechanisms by placing quan-
titative restrictions on the transfer of Parties’
assigned amounts. The Presidents reiterate
the commitment of their governments to
work for agreement on these and other issues
at the Sixth Meeting of the Conference of
the Parties taking place in The Hague in No-
vember of this year.

Building upon previous joint accomplish-
ments, the U.S. and Russia plan to continue
their cooperation on the problem of global
climate change.

President Clinton declares the intention of
the Government of the United States of
America to continue cooperation with Russia
in the measurement and reporting of GHG
emissions, the development of market-based
tools for managing those emissions, and the
identification of specific opportunities in
Russia to further reduce or sequester those
emissions.

President Putin, noting the significant con-
tributions made by the Russian Federation
to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, de-
clares the intention of the Russian Federa-
tion to expand and strengthen the mutually-
beneficial U.S.-Russian cooperation in the
area of the fight against global warming, pay-
ing special attention to the activities of the
Joint Russian-American Climate Policy
Working Group.

Through these actions, Presidents Clinton
and Putin express their conviction that effec-
tive steps can be taken by political leaders,
and by leaders in scientific, business, and
other circles, to protect the planet that we
share from the threat of global warming.

Moscow
June 4, 2000

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Concerning
Management and Disposition of
Excess Weapon-Grade Plutonium
and Related Cooperation

June 4, 2000

The Presidents of the United States and
the Russian Federation announced today
completion of the bilateral Agreement for
the management and disposition of weapon-
grade plutonium withdrawn from their re-
spective nuclear weapon programs and de-
clared excess to defense purposes. This
Agreement will ensure that this plutonium
will be changed into forms unusable for nu-
clear weapons by consumption as fuel in nu-
clear reactors or by immobilization rendering
it suitable for geologic disposal.

Based on the 1998 Summit Joint State-
ment of Principles for Management and Dis-
position of Plutonium, this Agreement charts
the course and sets the conditions for such
activities. It reconfirms our determination to
take steps necessary to ensure that it is never
again used for nuclear weapons or any other
military purpose and is managed and dis-
posed in a way that is safe, secure, eco-
logically sound, transparent and irreversible.
It reaffirms our commitment to nuclear dis-
armament.

This Agreement will ensure that the man-
agement and disposition activities are mon-
itored and, thus, transparent for the inter-
national community. It provides for Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
verification once appropriate agreements
with the IAEA are concluded.

This Agreement builds on the approaches
to such plutonium management and disposi-
tion agreed at the 1996 G–8 Moscow Nuclear
Safety and Security Summit. We reaffirm our
intentions to continue to work closely with
other countries, in particular other G–8 lead-
ers, who have provided strong support over
past years for initiation and implementation
of these programs. In this regard, we hope
that significant progress will be made as well
at the G–8 Summit this July in Okinawa.
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